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Feta at Weſtminſter. 
JaSILthough my prefent condition, wherein T 
& ſtand clouded with the ſcandalotis infor. 
a Mations-of malicious Adverſaries, might 
2 Jultly diſcourage me from adventurimng 
© theſe Kore into your Preſence : yet that 
- Impartiall Juſtice , which ought to be. 
con! jcuous in. all Courts Ju Jadicatare, together with 
the Conſcience of .mine own inngcency, hath embold- 
ned'me hereunto, It is now full three Months, ſince T 
received a Coppy of an Order for the Sequeltring of the 


Rectory of Flordoy inthe County of Norfolk from me,' 


wherein were mentioned the things whereof I am accu. 
ſed, and for which that Order was granted out againſt 
me:;. Concerning which, as inthe gerierall, all of them 
are molt unjultly layd to my Charge, ſoinparticular, 
conehing that bla! ous, and dangerons Aflertion, that 
trres lead men to deſtruttion, (my Witnelsis 
on ies Record is withthe Almighty ) it was fo fac 
a my Tongue to utter, that itneyer entred into my 
heart to conceive. It was my endeavourto have cleered. 
my {elf of this hortible'Scandall, defore the, Committee | 
for. Examination at Norwich; for one of the Witnefley 


produced againſt me, having affirmed that about New- 


yearstime, three P'S lince, preachiog on Jſa;9.6. The 


i ſhoulder, 1 did fay tho'e 


words ;.r Ratio my - way out of my briefer notes, 


[drevr our hel tance of all that ever I'delivered upon | 
id he Dt ft Hat ' that 


rhey might tranſmit it.to be peruſed with my-Cauſe :But- 
contrary to their Intention, and my ExpeRation,by what 
means.I know not, that my Sermon, thoughtranſmitted, 
rever came to your judicial view : whereupon all was 
taken 190 granted, which my Adverſaries had Armed - 
againſt mes. * aig | 
1 bave therefore here humbly preſented,the ſame nun- 
to you,, having added thereynto my. sermon._upon the. 
foregoitig words, humbly craving your Honourable Te- 
timony thereunto. Ihad taken a far more compendious 
way for my Vindication,than this, had not along.and te- 
djous ſickneſs prevented me ; In which time my.Adver-. 
ſary Witherell, knowing I was not able.to (tit out of my 
Chamber, much leſs to be preſent at Weſtminſter to make. 
my defence, (he having had three ſeverall daies before. | 
againſt me, but without ſnaceſs }) procured” a day, _e 
againt me, whereof, Lhad not the lealt notice, that fo 
he might with the more facility effe& what, maliciouſſy., 
he-had intended againſt me, This his proſecution of me, 
however aRed under Religions Pretences, yet upon con» 
ſideration of ſome Circumſtances, it will eafily appear to. 
all indifferent andunvyafſed men,ta haye been but -a Ha- 
chenillian praQice of his, turning Religion imto Policy, 
and making it but a Noſe of, wax,. or a ſtalking, horſe to.. "A 
ierve_his own ends: imitating. ſeditious Clodins, who \ 
althongh he were. not only an Enemy to Religion, but- 
alſo a contemner, anddefpiſer of the fame. yet would: 
he pretend Religion in the bebalf of all the Villanies he. 
committed in his Ttibuneſhip.. * . .. hs 

_ This. Man'was ſometimes an Apprentice in Norwich, 
from whence.(having maniiedhis Maſter's Daughter )he 
went into Holland: Andio proceſs oftime baving there. 
_ rup himſelf 'very deeply into debt, he repairedunto ſome 
of his Friends in England fer relief : and avout two years 
and four months ſince came to this Town of Flordon, to- 
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Þ parade, boa Doan 
. - Children: Here therefore he ſerled himſelf, and-161d 
- . Tobacco; and ſuch like Merchandize ; but neitherthie be- 
.nefit hereceived bychis Trading; .nor- his Uncles*bounty 
could {atisfie-him, unleſs he: might {wallow' a Pecce'of 
Gleabland belonging. vnto'me, and without ' any contra- 
diction everycelded to. my Predeceflors : T1 -whiet' his 
irregular and unjult defires becauſe I: withſtosd him, ha- 
ving 1 April 1649: taken away ſome Firing that grew 
there,his malice and hatred hathever ſince been ſo great 
com me, a5 thiat he endeavoured to deprive.me of all 
that T had, & to render me odious, whereſocver he could ; 
'twas his dayly praQice to enquire firſt of one, then of 
another concerning me, if poilibly he might bave where - 
of to accuſe me: He went about to perſwade divers of 
my Townſmento joyn with him againſt me,tclling them, 
|. that if 1 wore once ejeRted they ſhould pay for their 
«þ.-> Tithes bar after the rate of twelve pence in the Pound :. 
at the length he compoſed Articles( apparently more-ma- 
licious-than true ) and procured ſome Witneſſes who 
(God forgive them) did in part afftirm.them : Nay, he 
was not aſhamed, at the time; when his Witneſſes were 
examined, to DiFateunto them what to ſay ( as he did 
this groſs Slander concerning the holy * >criptures till np- , Thouah 
of my requeſt one of the Commiſſioners Commanded ,,.,.. j*..4 
«| + him to forbear ; and that all this was done againſt me out me Preach,bur. 
E: of private Intereſi,appears from his own Mouth; for he only Nov. 24, 
{aid, that had I not taken away that Firing,.he had never 470 1644 , 
moleſted or diſquieted me:z and that he might the better 
mannage this his unjuſt proſecution, and the pore dit- 
able mefor the making of my defence, he hath detained, 
and doth yet againſt all right, equity or conſcience keep 
| back from me all Tithes and Profits due from him for the 
two years laſt palt. | 
= Ala ie pg bs pleaſe you of this Honourable Com- 
© mittee, to take thus great aud inſufſerable wroug into your 
ſeriont conſideration ; ſo as that upon a rehearing 1 may 
£ 7 2 | receToe- 


- 
- 


w_ 
__ _ —O— —— — 


\ 


faems-10 deſerve: More I muſh nit exgelt from your Juſtice ; 
leſs Ir annot expebt from yourGeodneſs.T he more the wron g- 
be that I have received bytheſe ſlanderons [mputar ions,the 
more neceſſity 16 aid upon me to crave Honourable . 
Aide amd. Aſif ante. Arnmone would ever have offrved to 
tax me in ſuch av; opprobrivus manner but this malicions 
Hecnſer: ſo there 15 nonefor whom it w more proper to belp 
me in thus caſe than your Selves, to whom 1 have here 
humbly repreſented my oppreſſed condition, reſting 
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To. the Chriſtian, -and Indiffe 
Reader. 


rent 


Chriſtian Reader; | | ee ve Fat 
| ms Heſe following Sermons, when at the firſt 
|} delivered from the Pulpit, { thought full 
little to have ſent to the Preſs ; what was 
then.trauſient to the Earl had nopurpoſe 
to make permanent to the Eye. Nor wonld 
SDCPYE '1 now have adveintared them into the 
cemmon Light, were [ not neceſſitated therenmo, for the 
Vindication of my Dotrive, therein delivered, from thoſe 
foul aſper/rons, which ſome of malicious and perverſe Spi- 
rits, ſometinges my Anuditors, have 0a#t uponit.. 1, .. 

" Emer ſince I entred into the Office of the Miniſtry,it 
hath alwaies bten ny care,and endeavour, faithfully to per- 
form the dnties of my Calling among thoſe of my Charge, 
both by inftraiting thems wherein ſaver [ percerved thens 
to be Erroneons, or [pnorant : and by reſolving them in. 
matters wherein they ſeemed hefitancous, or doubtful, 

E ſpecially before any time of Adminifiring the holy $4- 
crament of the Lords Supper, it hath been my uſnall courſe, 
both publikely aud privately, bath. at the Church. bn the. 
S Lab 3d Week daies, and at home in their Familes,. 
and mine own hoyſe,to urge upon thensthe neceſſuy Yd pre- 
paration, and to ſhew und them the mean»whereby they, 
might be rightly prepared. 1 


Once in December, Anho 1646. : Intending within, a: 
little. while che Celebration of the Lords Supper," { act; 
cording to my nſrall manner) 1 went to divers of my ) 
Pariſh, at their Houſes, and admaniſhed thim not to NY | 

FRERY. | 


a Stephen Mat- 
chet, and Mar- 
tha Hawke 

\pake to me tO 
this purpole._ 
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what elſe 1 
thought to 
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their backs #n ſo Sacred and ſaving an Ordinance, ar ſome 
had fermerly done: (a) Twoof them then ed me, 
that they day ſt, nog receive that holy. Sacrament, Micanſe 
they comld not reſdlve with.themſelves, in what Geftrre or 
portion of the body they ſhonld Receive, whother ftandirg, 
fitreng, or Rpeehing the Word of God not Commanding any-of 
theſe.- And ſxr 4 they were," that to do any thing not Cx» 
pr: ſl; commanded in the Word of God, were to diſhomour. 
God, and 10 ſin againſt their en ſouls. x 
My anſwer was, That Atlioxs which are in their own 
nature meerly indifferent and circumftantiall, are-not al 
waies expreſly, preſcribed in the holy Scriptures, but arc 
left to the Judgement of the Church, ; what therefore law- 
full Authoritie, inſuch caſes, had preſcribed, the Word of 
God, and right reaſon uot tontraditting, oight by us with 
all hambie ſubmiſſtonts be put inpraft ice,byweritne of that 
Apoſtolizall Tujuntion, (b ) Let everyloul beſabje&, &c. 
And having [poke many words to this purpoſe, but leaving 
them unſatisfied, The Sabbath day followiny (peaking on. 
thoſe words I(a- 9.6. The Government (hall be. upon bis 
ſhoulder) -oxt of a tender reſpeF* toward them, the con- 
. ſcience of my place and duty, and antarneft deſire of ſatts- 
fying and reſolving them in their doubts, (44 God who 
Cromer all thrugs, knows that I lie wot JI did (c Npmrpoſely 


:4 endeavor to ſhew them in what things we are guided only 


by the light of Scripture, and inwhat thingrwe are left to 
the guidaxce' and direttion of our own ; Arch avd 

Reaſon. 
But how illthis my care and pains for their ſatis faft;on 
ph reguited,ts wool egrogs to the World : For-no 
ooner cane I out of my Pulpit but they preſently charge me 
w:th what I neither ſpake (lr A amy an 
anſuſfficiency im the Sacred Scriptures. Nay, according to 
that wicked Maxime of bold undertakers, That bad Atti- 
011 muſt be ſeconded with wth and rather not be 'g#%,than 
wot carriedon ; thinking the Retreat-mare dangerous thax 
the' Aſanult, and bating repentance, rather bo porſeve. 
rance in a faxth, they have aga'n raiſed up, and augmented 
| thy 


> { 


Pf 


falfe T eftimouy become their poſſe 


2, Exits, 


« Tothe Reader; 
this their ſlander ( wore than three years bariedin flente) 
with a far greater meaſure of malice, and bitterneſs againſt 
mes: For ſo ſoon as ( d) one unworthy and catiſleſe Enemy d Tho. withcre? 
of mine (defiring to raiſe bis broken and decayed Eftate 4 

my ruine ) and by his meant (< )ſome others had maticionfly © 7", Hawt- 
endeavoured my Ejettion, and to this end badexhibueg!*” Jonſon, 
divers falſe Articles againſt me,which they eonld nt prove; 

(tf) Theſe falſe witneſſes, being procured, as thoſe Suns of f Stephen Mat- 
(g) Belial,do affirm, (h) thas I blaſphemed God, and the ©, Nicholas 
Sacred Scriptures, | ſaying that There is at inſaffic ency *234,99 0: 
inthe Scriptnres concerning Man's Salvation ; That the tha Hawk. 
Scriptares lead men to deftynition, and that « man may g 1King, 21.10. 
be led by his own ſenſe in matter: concerning Salvation } Þ A* Norwich 
that ſo when all other means failed to bring aboxt this their Jan.t5.1649. 
wnchriftian Deſign , as Naboth's Vineyard, ſo that poor - 


livel;hood, that God hath given me, might byYhis their 


efſions 
IT have therefore ( Conrteous Reader ) browght theſe 
(though rad: and nnpolifhed ) Notes (which 1 proteſt ins 
the word of a Chriſtian, are the ſame, without any alte- 
ration of the ſenſe or ſubſtance, that were delivered by me | 
aponthe time and T oxt (1) afore mentioned ) (k) into Pub- ? [n the Ticle- 


like view : that upon. tbe peruſall thereof, the Worl.l may ; Thou oh my 


ſee, how ſhanrefully I ans wronged, and take notice how #n= Adveriary 11 i- 


deſervedly 1 am charged with that dammable, and dange= thirell would 


rous Doftrine of the Church of Rome, viz. T hat there have perſwa- 
| - ded ſome + of 
an inſufficiency,&c. —_— 


The latter of theſe Sermons ( concerning which I ams nes ar vor 
now queſtrened ) was at the firſt intended for the ſatisfying wich that tiey 
of their doubts, who are at thus time, without any canſe,my _—_— the 
cruell 4dverſaries, but now through their malice is be- © 
COMme an 8Ccaſron of y preſent (1 ) myſeries 1 pray Godit { My Living 
prooves not at the length an occaſion of their own per-= being Scque- 
ſtced Inly 16: 


Raro Antecedentem ſceleſtum deſeruit Anno 1650s 


Pxaa pede claudo, Horat: 


B Their 


\ 


- 


Their ſeared corſciences will, ( I beleeve ) in a ſhoytey 


rime than they are aware of, both confute,and revenge this 


black and fa'ſe ſcandall,they have caft upon me. | 
'  Inthe meantime I (hall comfort my ſetf with the (on- 
ſcience of my Innocency ; I know a good Conſcience hath 
alwaies enough within» doors to reward it ſelf, though the 
ſweceſs fals not ont, according to the merit of the endea- 
Vorr, 

As for Neatneſs of Stile, Quaintneſs of Phraſe, or 
Rhetoricall ftreines, it muſt not be expelled, herein ro find 


ary, the occaſion of publiſhing theſe Sermons ( Preacheato _ 
a very ſmall Audience, the greater part whereof being of 


very mean aud common ( apacities) not permitting to Print 
more or leſs than was ſpoken. ; 

However, Chriſtian Reader, if any thing may be found 
inthi worthleſs Perce, that may baild thee up further in 
the ſaving Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, thou ſhalt not altos 
gether loſethy labour, nor (hall I miſs of my aime, and de- 
fre 3 Certainly ſomething may be found therein, that may 
help forward thy Sonls health , If thon gaineft any thing, 
let God have the Praiſe, and him thy Prayers, who u 
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Iſaiah 9, 6; 


For wnio us a Child is born, unto us a4 Son is gi- 
ven, the Government ſhall be upon bis Shoulder, 
hs Name ſhall be called Vonderfull, Connſelloar, 
the Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father, the 

- Princeof Peace, | ED 


— Truth ; no other path hath Divine Pro» 
\ECY videnceto walk about the Worldin, but. 

By in Mercy and Truth ; no other way hath 
the Almighty to come down unto the 
Children of: Men in, but it mult be 1a the 
Goedneſs of his Mercy, or in the Truth of his Juſtice. 
Both theſe Paths doth the Spiris of Ged in the Sacred 
Volumeguide us in, that we may as wellſce V Vicked- 
neſs puniſhed, as Goodneſs Rewarded., Do you inthe 


one path meet with an (a ) Abel accepted ; an( 5) Hes , Gen. 4.4. 1: 
ech tranſlated; a{c) Shem: blefſed ; 'a (4) Nodb {aved> bw. $0the | 
cGe£n.9,26. 
dGen. 8.13, 


Bread with Sorrew ; a (f ) Ca#n accurted, and branded = 4 


Turn your Foot into the .other Path, and you ſhall mect 
with an (e)) Adam calt out of Paradiſe, and cating his 


With a fearful} Mark ; anda world of dead Corps _—_— 
tans + Hp in 


——E LL the waics of God ate Mercy and Plal, 25,10, 


, * en be gh,” += of - # 4 1 : ” 4 
a h . by pl o l A 
ew 4d "td we - 
u : 
” 


X Chriſt the Saviony und 


eGen,7, inthegenerall (g) Floud. The eyes of the Lord are upon 
the Righteous, anal lis Ears are open unmotheir Prayers; 
but the Conntenance of the Lord ts againſt them that do 
evill, torovt ont the remembrance of thems from the Earth, 
Pfa. 34.15,16. The eighth and ninth Chapters of this + 
Prophecie may wellbe termed Canticum Tſaie, the Pro- 
phets 5ong, not much unlike that of Davids, of Mercy 
b Chop. 3:7. and Judgement 3 A SONg of Judgement in the (h ) Aſſjs 
;Cnap.9.6, yians Invaſion; a Song of Mercy jnour Saviour's (s) In- 
carnation. As God is gracious in ſhewing Mercy abun- 
dantly to his faithfull Servants ; fo is he juſt in rendring 
Vengeance unto hrs Adverfaries : He ſo pitticth the one, 
as that in the mean time ke doth not juſttfie or acquit the 
other; He ſo puniſheth the Guilty, as that in the mean 
time he forgets not to be gracious unto the Innocent. 
; In the foregoing Chapter, there js mention made of 
, Ver,n,s, grievous ( k.)trouble and affliction that (hould come up- 
%:2, On /ſratland Judeb, by the Power and Holtility of the 
King of (ria. t | 
In this Chapter,left they ſhould deſpair under the Bur- 
den of ſogreat Afflition, the Almighty Comforts them. 
with a gratious Promile of a timely Deliverance, he tel- 
[Ver.r,2,3, 4: 1eth them, what their Calamity ſball not alwaies (/)con- 
h tinne, Heavineſs may endure fer a Night, but Joy com- 
ethin the Morning; Inſtead of a dark Night ef Adverſi- 
ty, they ſhall be bleſt with a lightſome Day of Proſpe- 
rity; In ſtead of Mourning, they ſhall have an abundance 
of Joy ; Inſteadof Bondage and Captivity, they ſhalt 
' bave perfe&t Freedom and Liberty ; and all this by and 
through the Merits and Mediation of Jefus Chrilt , who 
was to be Incarnate and given to them. 
He only is that true light, in iſfon of whom 
all other Lights and Comforts are meer darkneſſes; He 
alone 1s that Supreme Objed of Joy and Gladnels, in 
3  _ compariſon of whom all worldly Inzoyments are irkſome 
| = and grievous; He alone is that Vidorious Champion, 
trampling under foot the Power of Sin, Satan,and Death, 
leading Captivity Captive, and reſtoring us to a A 
- FIT + fed. 


| Governonr of by Church, 

bleſſed and glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, Gfori- 
ous indeed was that Vitory which ſometimesGods Peo- | 
ple, the Jews, obtained overthe (m) Midiantes, under » Judg.7 19, 6 
the Command cf Gideon : But mach more ghorions is 20,*1,6c- 
this which we have throagh the Almighty Power of ]ec- 
ſus Chriſt ; In that their pctent Adverſaries were fm1le- 
rably confounded ; but in this, all our Enetnies are expo- 
ſed to a more horrible deſtruction ; they ſhall be made 3 
the (») faell of everlaſting flames. Chriſt Jeſus only ,,,,. \4 
gives this Victory, Light and Joy to his Church and Peo- h 
plez If once we have an Intereſt in Chriſt, we ſhallnot 
want our t\arein other Mercies. (6) He that ſpared not oRom,g 32. 
ha own Sexe, (aith that ſacred Oratour, Sr delivered I 
him up for nz all, kow ſhall he not with him freely give us _— 
«ll thizgs? Even in our lowelt Conditions, and greateſt 2 
Affliaions, we cannot want matter of great joy and Re 
joycing,{eeing that unto 15 aChild is born, unto ui a Son ts 
, given, &c. Theſe words contain a deſcription of him 
who is the very Bafis,Ground & Foundation of all Chri- 
ſtian Comfort, Jeſus Chriſt. He is here defcribed by bis 
Natures, Names and Offices ; his Natures are fet out 
unto us in the former part of the Text, Hnto ws a Child i 
born, unto us a Sox ts given, His Names and Offices in 
the words following, The Govervmest ſhall be npon his 
Shoafder, &c. 

Firſt,of the former part of the deſcription of Chriſt;viz, 
By his Natures,where we have his Incarnation, and the 
end thereof z His Incarnation, or Afſfamption of Humane 
Nature into the Unity of his Perſon,in that he is here cal- 
led a Child,and 4 Sox; he is ſaid to be 4 Child becauſe tru- 
ly Man,born of a Womangtaken out of the Maſs or Lamp 
of Manking,propagated from Adam; he is called Soy, to 
denote his Divinity for not only is hethe Son of David, 
as the Jews Imagined, but alſo of the moſt high and 
glorious (p) God; the endot Chriſt his Incarnation is 
bere manifeſted, in that the Prophet (aith, Amo x a ? Dlal2.7 
Child is born, unto us a Son #4 given; thatis, for us, for 
our Salvation who beleeve.in him, and expect ay 

OY B 3 y 


Chriſt the Savioar and 
L/o-y, by bimbecamehe Incarnate : Hence the Obſervation 15, 
WO” T hat the Eternall Son of God became really and truly 


1Rom.83, (9 ) Man tor the Salvation of them that beleeve ; of this 
Gal.4.4 FDodrinetherede three parts or members, viz. 


x» The Son of God was made Man. 

2. The Son of God was made man forthe Salvation of 
mankind, . | 

3. Only ſuch as beleeve ſhall bave benefit by the In- 
carnation of the Son of God. Firlt of the firſt, The Son 
of God was made Man, | 
y Mat,16,16: It was St Peters Confeſſion, ( r ) Thom are Chriſt the 
Son of the Irving God: And St John's Affirmition to this 
/ lob,r.14. | purpoſe was plat, (/) The Word was made Fleſh, and 
A Ber mes awelt among #1. (t.) The. Father and the Holy Gholt 


| minoxgl m wiv- ({aith Damaſcen ) had no Communion in the Incarna- 


pol wu tion of the Word, but only by approbation and con- 

e& wu $47 Ivdb- » 

wie 4 bem, Not the Father, nor the holy Ghoſt, bur the Son only, 

GE, the ſecond Perſon in the Sacred Trinity became man. 

y Johe1 3. I. By the Son were all things (+) made ; wherefore 
It was meet that he ſhould become Man, that as he was 
the Author of the Being, fo alſo he might become the 
Author of the well-being of Mankind ; that as the Inſtj- 
tution, fo alſo the reſticution or reſtoring of taln Man 

z Hcb.z 910 might be wrought by his own hand. (x) Welee Jeſus, 
{aith the Apoſtle, who was made little lower than the 
Angels, for the ſuffering of Death crowned with glory 
and honoar, that he by the grace of God ſhould taſte 

y Eepen 24p» deathforevery man; he adds thereaſon, ſaying ( 7 ) De- 
cebat enim, for 1t became him for whom are all thiogs, 

and by whom are all things, &c. 

i MEER 2+ He1s the ( = ) Image of the Inviſible God, the cx- 
2 =INOTY iy preſs ( a ) Carater of his Perſon, and therefore it Was 
/mfunas dns moſt meet that he ſhould become Man, that through his - 

Suffering, Merits, and powerfull operation be might re- 
pair Gods Image in us, which we loſt in Adam; this Eſ- 
ſentiall and perteRt Image of God, did the Almighty ſend 
into the World, to be the only and all-ſafficient means 
+ -.;*. _  Whereby 


Covernour of bu Church, 5 
whereby to reſtore and repair faln and forlorn mankind 
{ 6 )we (hall never become like unto God, unleſs we be axj/7 per han 
made like unto himby this his Tinage, faith St Ambroſe. imaginem,nl 
- Nor may this Do@rine of our Saviours Incarnation be Det #mag:nen 
taken without this threefold Caution. f Hog Fre 
Firſt, we mult not conceive that the Afﬀumption of FR” 
the Humanity in the Son of God became any detriment 
to his Divinity ; he is{c ) God-man ; he fo emptied , g,,, 
himl(elt of his glory, as to take upon him the form of a OT. 
(4d ) Servant ; yet not as thereby to loſe the form of his 4 ply 
Godhead ; he is therefore called (e) /manxe!, God with , 4 mv Foe 
us,he would have his relidence in our Nature; The Word * N_Y 
was made (t ) fleſh,an1(g) dweit inns,he tooknot upon him a..r4. 
the nature of Angels,but the Seed of (b)) Abraham,not any i ns. - 
particular Perſon, as the perion of Abraham, Peter,&c,. b.tleb 21 "x ; 
leſt only that Perſon (o aſſumed by him ſhould be glorified; 
but that he might ſave many he built his Houle in thae 
Nature which was common to many ; he choſe not this 
or that particular Perſon for his Habitation, - but dwelt in 
* or iS, mn — Nome, He aflamed our Nature which 
e had not before, but did not by his aſſuming thereof ; c::. ,..: 
ceaſe to be what he was defore. F , Comp Fe ; 
(+ ) The Jews, ſaith Arhanaſins, worſhipped Godin adorarunt D3- 
a Temple made of Stone, where were the Ark and the 77m, 0: e- 
Cherubins ;-and though they ſaw the Temple to be of r alfred 
Stone, yet did not they therefore imagine that God days 
whom they worſhipped was of the ſame matter ; And viderunt Ne a 
now Jeſus Chriſt having aſſumed our Nature and Fleſh P/4eum non ideo 
to dwell and to be worſhipped in the ſame as in his Tem- at ent ne 
ple, we mult nottherefore fancy him to be a bare Crea- elſe Lapich 
OY” pideum; ; 
ture, 2 meer man and nothing elſe ; Doubtleſs his Man- ergo mul o magis 


hood can be no detrimeat to his Godhead : Jelus Chriſt ” cane utpoce 
the (k) ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, from ever- in templo ado- 
rand eſt Chri- 


laſting to everlaſting he is God. ftus Domi 
Secondly, although we hold two diſtin Natures to nonideo _ 
be in Chriſt, yet we deny in him to be two diſtin& Per- ma creatue 
ſons. Therefore whatſoever appertains to him, though 7/424: 


only according to his Humane Nature, we mult apply to , 11.6, ;, , 
Nt the 


— 


'6 


0 . Cor, 2:3, 


eſt ; wverbo ope- 
rante quod w(r- 
bi eſt, + carne 


cars Leo, 


44, 


> y Jo,3,16- 


{ Job. 1-29, 


t x Tim, 1.15 


 ſtle Saint Panl, (t) Thu is afaithfwull ſaying 


Chrift the Saviour and 


[Luk.1.35- the Perſon of the Son of God, as to be (/ ) born, to 
mAQt.20.28. (mz )dye, to fhed his ( #) bloud, to be ſo) crucihed, &c. 
n 1 JoÞ.3-16. tor to ſay that the perſon of Man- in Chriſt is the Subje& 

of theſe things, what werethis, but to entrap our ſclves 
in the Neſtorian Hereſie ? \ 


Thirdly, Thronghthe Union of the two Natures in 


Chriſt the properties of neither are impaired, or dimint- 

ſhed, but remain Intire and unaltered ; Only the Humane 

Nature being united to.the Divine is much bettered ; as 

a Sword made hot in the fire, both cuts by reaſon of its 

ſharpneſs, and burns by reaſon of the heat it received 

from the fire: So the Humane Nature by reaſon of its 

Union with the Perſon of the Son of God bath a greater 

excellency than otherwiſe it could poſlibly have,it being 
thereby furniſhed with all poſſible perfetions whereof 

p In Chriſto agit 1Þ1 capable. In (p) Chrilt Jeſus, ſaith Leo,both Natures 
 utraque forma do operate according to their ſeverall properties, his 
quod proprium Godhead workipg what appertains to him as God ; his 
Manhood executing what belonged to him as Man : the 
one of his Natures ſhines forth by miracles; the other 
exequente quod j$ made appar. Nt by his ſuFering Injuries. According to 


the one he ( q ) weeps for Lazarri being dead, and ac- 


qJ9b.11-35,43» cording to the other he reſtores bim tolite. So much for 


the Incarnation of Chriſt, now followeth the end there- 
of, which is the ſecond Member of the Dodcrine, viz. 
That the Son of God became Man for the Salvation of 
Mankind; And this appears by thoſe wordsof our bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf,faying, (r) ſo God loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son z to what end ? that whoſoever 
beleet th on him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life : and that this was the end of our Saviours Incarna- 
tion is made plain by that ſaying of bis fore- runner John 
the Baptiſt, ({) Behold that Lamb of God that taketh 
away the ſin of the World; and allo by that of the Apo- 
, ad worthy 
of all acceptation,that Jeſus Chriſt came imotheWorldto 
ſave ſnners, Nor conld the Salvation of Man have beea, 
kad notthe Son.of God become Man» 
i Firſt 
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 Governour of his Church. 
Firſt, becauſe Divine Juſtice required that ſatisfation 

ſhould be made in that nature which had ſinned ; Now 

Sin was committed in our Nature, () Adam ſinned.,and , 1 cor.:5. 

all his Poſterity being then in his (x) Loyns; therefore it 22. 

was necellary that the Son of God, the Saviour of the zHceb.7.9,10. 

World ſhonld be made Man; and without his Incarnati- 

on the Salvation of Mankind ha4 been impoſſible, not in 

regard of Gods Power, as if he could by no other means 

ſave'Man, dut in regard of his ſecret Will and Counſell, 

whereby he determined to (y ) fave Man by no other JRow.$.2,4, 

means; than by the Death of his Son. AR.4.12, 
Secondly, ( =) without ſhedding of Bloud there could 

be no Remiffion, and therefore that Jeſus Chriſt might 

purchaſe Remiſſion of Sins for his Ele&, it was moit 

requiſite that he ſhould become Man: For as he was 

God he could not be ſubje&to Death, or any Paſſion, the 

Godhead it felt being altogether impailible ; therefore he 

became Man that he might dye for his Ele&,and purchace 

to timfſelf a People withthe price of his own (a) Bloud, a a8.:0.18, 
Thirdly, It was neceſſary that the Son of God ſhould - 

be Man, that he might be a fit { 6 ) Mediatour between br Tim.2,s, 

God and Man; a Meviatour being a Middle Perſon. as it 621320 

were, between two Parties, ſpeaking nnto them both ; 

hence it was requiſite, that Chriſt Jeſus the Saviour of the 

Worl4 ſhould not only be God, to ſpeak unto his Father 

for us, and to preſent our Supplications uato him; but rob 

a\ſo Man, that God might ſpeak unto ns, and we unto } x 

God by hjim.(c)The Divinity of Chriſt,ſaith S duguftine, 2 neuintrix, 

without his Humanity, or his Humanity without his Dt- nec bumauit as 

vinity, cannot Mediate between God and Us ; but be- {nt gat 

tween them both, by his Divine Humanity,and Humane # Smt co 

Divinity, he wrought our Reconciliation with God. SO {initatem os 

much for the ſecond Member of the Docrine, viz, ThE bymazitatem /i- 

end of Chriſt hjs Incarnation is the Salvation of Man- la” nr 

kind ; thereremains yet the third, viz. They only that ; Bring * 5a 

beleeve ſhall have benefit by the Incarnation of the Son... drvinitas 

of God; this appears by that (4) fore-named place: and cþ;ifli, Aup. 

to go no further than my Ly” 10 naſcitar, nobis da- d-Joh. 3,61. 
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q Heb.g. 22, 


e Luk.9.35. 
f Mat,28.19, 


gAQs3.25. 
b Ats1 3.26« 


316.411. 
| Luc.a-3 2. 


þ iſa. 32.24 
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Chriſt the Saviour and 
tur; unto ts a Childis bors, unto wi a Son is viz.us 
that beleeve, Chriſt Jeſus is-given-to divers menja a. 


different and divers retpeR. 


Firſt, He may be ſajd tobe giventoall Men, in as 
much as he took gpon him that Nature which is common 
to all men; thus he may be ſaid to be given to the whole. 
World. He is offered to all Mankind. God the Father 
cals upon all without exception from out of Heaven, 
ſaying, (e) Hear hizs.Y ea, the Lord himſelf gives a Com». 
miſſion to his ( f:) Apoſtles to go into allthe World, and 
Preach the glad tydings of the Goſpell to every Crea- - 
ture. | 
econdly, He is in a ſingular manner given unto A - 
brabam, D zvid,and their Poſterity, for as much as God 
made an efpeciall[pramiſe of him yato them;he(g came 
of them —_—_— tothe Fleſh ; firſt was he offered un- 
to (þ)them ; and amongthem was he firſt made known 
to be the Saviour of the World. . 

Thirdly, He is given «ffeRually for Salvation unto all 
and oply ſuch as beleeve, whether they be Jews or 
(-) Gentiles. It will be no advantage to any manto bave- 
Chriſt Jeſus given unto him the two former waies, if he 
be not this way-given unto him; without we bave this- 
way an Interelt in Chriſt, by. a true and lively faith, the. 
other two waics of having an Intereſt in him-will no- 
thing availe us.to.our Salvation z. But. will rather ſerve as 
a means toaggravate .Our Ingratitude and Condemnatis. 
on. To. ſuch only as beleeve will Chriſt Jelus prove 
(k.) a hiding place from. the Wind, a Covert from the 
Tempeſt,c+c, To ſuch only will he be for a (/) Sanftua-. 
ry, and a fure Refuge ; They only ſhall become the . 
Adopted Sons of- God that ( )beleeve on his Name. 
All and only they who walk in the Reps of Abrahams 
Faith, whetherthey be Jews or Gentiles, whether they 
de carnally deſcended ot him orpot, are accounted for - 
the Seed, and the true /-ael of God, to whom Jeſus . 
Chrilt is effeQually given, and ſor whoſe Salvation lake 
the gon of God was made Man. Jyio #s 4 Ghilg i born,. 


#Wuto.. 


Rf 


Covermoar of his Churth, 


} 


Application followeth. | | 

Since then the Son of God was Incarnate for our Sal- 
-vation, what remains but that we behold with admira. 
tion, and admire with thankfulneſs, this great and inef- 


fable mercy ofour good God; that for our {akes he would 


{end his only begotten Son intothis lower Region of ſor- 
row and death; that he would cauſe him to lay a{ide his 
glorious Robes of Majeſty, to be clad withthe Rags of 
our Fleſh; and to become Man, that we might be made 
.the Sons of God? 1f David that Pcincely - Prophet 
conſidering the work of Creation, and beholding there- 
in Gods love to Mankind, muſt needs burſt out into that 


Exclamation, Lord what is man,8&c. It he conlidering ,. 


Gods wonderfull mercy towards him in his deliverance 
from the fury of Sax/, choſe one day inthe year, where- 


of heſpeaks with principall note, ſaying, T þ#s is the day Pli.ntg.2s, 


- which the Lord hath maze, we will rejoice,&&c. How 
. much mote ſhould we ſtand amazed at the conlideration 
of the Infinite, and Fathemleſs depth of Gods love in 
the Redemption of Mankind by the Death of his Son ? 
How ſhould the remembrance of the Day of Chriſt his 
Nativity and Incarnation affe&our hearts with oy and 
 Gladneſs ? Surely as the ſpeciall Preſence of God doth 
ſandtifie and hallow ſome places above others, fo dothe 
extraordinary works of God worthily challenge ſome 
days and times to be ſct apart for the commemoration 
thereof, which we ought to eſteem above other Seaſons: 
As eſpecially the work of this day , which we now 
. commemorate, wherein the Bleſſing of all Bleflings, 
the Light of Lights, that ViRorious Champion, where. 
by we have perfect deliverance from the Powerand Ma-; 
lice ofall our Ghoſtly and Bodily Enenwes.came into the, 
World. | | 

The news of Chriſt his Nativity, the bleſſed Angels 


call Tidings of great (») Joy to all People. Joytoold 4Luk, 2.10, 


Agam. tor according to the Promiſe this day was brought 


forth that 8) Sced of the woman that (hould breakthe' s Gene 3.15, 


C 2 Serpents 


"wnto #s x Sow is gives. $9 much for the Doftrine, the - 
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Application. 
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p Gal, 4-4. 


q Luk,z To 


y Luk,2.13, 


{ Luk.,1446. 


*Luk 1,68. 


4 Luk. 2.14, 


uLuk,1.44. 


x Luc,2.29, 


+Ifa.g.3. 
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Chriſt the Saviour and 
Serpents head. Joy to Abraham, for this day in his 
Seed are all the (* ) Nations of the Earth bleſſed. Joy 
to the Prophets, for this day their Prophecies are 
accompliſhed. Joy to the ſick, for this day came the 
Phyſician of our Souls into the World, Joy to In- 
fants, for this day the great God of Heaven an1 Earth 
became a little (p) Babe. Joy to all men, for this 
day he that was from the deginning, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, was born of a Virgin, and (9) wrapped in {wad- 
ling clouts. The. holy Angels (r) ſang 1n the Air when 
they made known his Nativity, and. (hall we fit deſolate 
in heart, to whom he is born, and for whoſe ſakes he be- 
came Incarnate? Olet us rouze up our dull and drowſte 
Spitits to bleſs and praiſe the Name of God for this fo 
unſpeakable a Metcy ; Let us not praiſe Golonly with 
our ſongves, but even with our very Souls allo ; with all 
that is within us let us bleſs his holy name, Let every one 
of us with the bleſſed Virgin ſay,( {) 24y foul doth magni- 
fie the Lord, and my ſpirit hath rejozced in God my Savi- 
oxr, Let us bleſs the Almighty with Zacharias, laying, 
* Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael &c. Let us joyn with 
the bleſſed Angels, thoſe glorious Creatures, in ſinging, 
(rt) Glory be to God on High. Doubtleſs if we be not by 
this extraordinary mercy of God provoked unto thank\: 
giving and praiſe, the Heavens will wonder, the Earth 
will ſtand amazed; yea, we-may juſtly fear, that the 
very Stones themſelyes will to our ſhame and confution, 
beſpeak the praiſes of God, and cry out upon our Ingra= 
titude. John Baptſ#, no ſooner had the Virgin 24ary the 
Mother of the Lord faluted Elizabeth, but preſently he 
(«) leap'd in the Womb for Joy. Old S:meon,no ſooner 
had he {cen the Saviour of the World, but preſently as 
it were overcome with Joy, he began to- breath out his. 
(x )}Domine nunc dimittw,&c,\Wherefore let us alſo, who 
look for the ſame benefit from Chriſt Jeſus, praiſe God 
for him as cheerfully,as cordially. Let us now Joy before: 
the Lord { 7) accerding to the Joy in Harveſt, andas. 
men- reJoice. when they divide the Spoil. t.us by all 
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5%  Governons of his Church, tr 
poſſible means labour to preſerve this AﬀeRion cf Joy 
1n our hearts : I mean not that fond and vain Joy of 
Worldlings, and voluptuous Epicures, arifing only from 
the momentany enjoyment of the pleaſures and profits 
of this life. ; but that ſound and ſolid Joy of Chriſtians, 
which isa chcerfull affection cauſed by the apprehenſion 
of our gracious reconciliation with God through Jeſus 
Chriſt ; To this endlet us firſt, 

Take heed of placing our affeions on the things of 
thislife. - Impoſlible it is for earthly and worldly-minded 
men to have true or ſolid Joy. Non eft gaudere imepiis, | 
.a$ the old Tranſlation hath it, (z )there is 12 joy ro the wice 715 59.21, 4 
ked: Well may they have ſome merry fits of madneſs, R 
but never Tan they have any taſte of true joy. It is no 
matter of Mirth, but afign of Famine, when men feed 
npon {uch nouriſhmentsas are appointed for Beaits;.even 
10 1B1S$no Joy, but acaſe of extremity, when the reaſona- 4 
ble tonl feeds upon (uch delights, as properly belong to 
the brutiſh appetite z with ſuch did thatrich (4) Glutton 1 Luc.z2, rg, 
feed himſelf, be ſeemed a while to take delight in his 
purple, fine Linnen, and delicate fare, but preſently we 
read how. thele things vaniſh away as in a dream, and 
helliſh torments ſucceed 1n their place ; Thas ambitious 
(5) Herod ſeemed to joy in his royall power ard orna- j a4, .2 
ments, in the flattering acclamations and ſhouts of the | 
People, buthe was ſuddenly ſmitten of an Angell, his 
Body eaten of Worms, and his Soul made ſubzeft to a 
worle Worm for ever. This is the feartull end of all ſuch 
as forſaking God ſeek their joy in worldly vabities. If 
therefore thou.tecleſt thy heart to cleave unto any-of theſe 
earthly things, Imitate the care and providence of Hut- 
bandmen, who,. if their Corn by. tying: too neer the 
ground be-in danger of being muſty, -they carry it up into 
an higher room.,and ſo preſerve it ſweet and good: Much 
more oughtelt thou, when thy heart is endangered te be 
corrupted by lying among theſe earthly matters, to en- | 
deavour to remove it to an higher places 2gy (6)Heaven, c Col.3:1,2e 
whereby & may be kept pure and found. Do.thas, and 
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then boldly ſay with David, L etfica xniman ſeri twt 


aPſa,68,4- (2 Rejoyce the ſoul of thy Setvant, for unto thee-O 


id have 1 lift up my ſoul, 

Secondly, let us fetiouſly meditate or this worderfnll 
work of God, namely our Redemption through the death 
of his Son, Meditation doth deeply fix the works of 
God in our minds, and at the length will breed muca 
. Joy and delight for them in our hearts. Obſerve what 
the thoughts of Injuries will work in the envious and 
malicious man ; the quite contrary effets will the due. 

- Meditation of Geds Mercies produce in the Child of 

God : For-as thoſe heat the heart, and at the length fet 

it on fire with hatred and deſire of revenge ; to doth 

this never ceaſe from whetting the AﬀeRions, till it 


e P12.119-57+ hath enflamed them with Love and J oy. (+) Lord how do 


I love thy Law? (aith that Princely Prophet, my medeta- 
tron is therein day and night ; his frequent meditations 
were the means that didenflame his AfeAions. Oh Be- 
loved, whence is it that the ſweet mercies of God are bu- 
ried in oblivion and forgetfulneſs > Whence is it that the | 
| holy Ordinances of God are fo much lighted, fo many 
Sermons quite loſt and periſhed, the holy Sacraments ſo 
little reliſhed, and the memory of onr Savioutr's Nativi- 
ty ſo ingratefully negle&ed, but from the want of due 
and ſerious Meditation ? Wherefore that we may be 
- affeted with the ſweet Mercies of our good God, that 
we may delight -onr ſelves in the marvelous operations 
of his hands, take pleaſure in doing his Commande- 
ments, - and obſerving his ſacred Ordinances, let us fre- 
- quently meditate thereon, The more Meditation, the 
more joy and delight. wo 
_ Thirdly, Letus traly and ſeriouſly repent. Godly for- 
row for oarfins doth no way hinder this ſpiritual J oy,but 
f£ju/dem eft - deth further and improve it rather ; yea, it is fo tarfrom 
yatioms gaudere baniſhing it out of t e heart, as that it cauſeth-and exet- 
de al1qvo bony exſeth-the ſame. They are not Contrarics, bat Compani- 
© dolere 32115 ons, che-one! Ahwvaies ayding theother, { f)It is all one, 


Impedinment3s, . . 
Far 4+ 4aith Mqwing, to joy int 


he preſence vf any good ng, 
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Governour of his Church, 
andto grieve for its impediments or hinderances. It is 
poſſivle therefore for the Soul to Joy in God, and ta 
Mourn for Sjo, which like a(g )Cloud frrives to hide the &fasy 24 
brightneſs of his Conatenance from it. Nay it is impoſſi-*". 
ble for us to joy in God, unlefs we do truly forrow for 
our fins ; forfaith is alwaies accompanied with true re» 
pentance, and as faith bggeds joy by aſſuring us of remi(- 
fion and reconcilement-to God, fo repentance breeds 
grief and deteſtation for fins which -we have committed 
againſt God, By forrowtull repentance the Soul forlakes 
Sin, and ſo diaws neer unto God, and the neerer it comes 
unto bim,- the more it participates of ſpirituall joy, -ac- 
cording to that of thePialmilt,(b) According to the multi. # 211-9419, 
tude of the ſorrows I had in my heart,thy comforts have 
refreſh\'my ſonl ; he faith not after iny ſorrows were | 
Jorr but even in the midlt of them 1 found fſpirituall y 
OY. | 
To whom is Chriſt Jeſus appointed to preach the glad - 
Tidings of the Gofpell, but tothe (s) meek and broken ;; 
\ þ hearted ? to whom is he to proclame Liberty, but to the * 25 
fa and afflited Captives ? whom1s he tacomtotrt, but 
ſuch as monn Þ to whom will he give Beauty for Aſhes, - 
Joy and the Garment of Praiſe for the ipirit of heavi- 
neſs, but to.fuch as mourn in £0 / whom will he de- | 
tend from the violence of all ſorts of Enemies, but fuch 4 
as.mourn, as { &) one that. mourneth for bis only Son, 4 Z:ch.12.89, | 
and ſuch as be 11 bitterneſs, as one that 1s in bitterneſs 2? 
for his firſt born? Wherefore let us now ſow the Seed. 
of Godly ſorrow, that we may reap the heavenly fruit 
of ſpjrituall joy ; let us now repent fealonavly, that we . 
may rejoice perpetually; let us now mourn for our Sins, 
that. we may be comforted; Jet us now acquaint aur 
{elves with hearty grief. for the Commithon. of fia, that 
{o. we may have a true ſenſe and feeling of fpirituall Joy 
for the remiſsion of fin, 
 Manythere are who be very loath to venture upon the - 
praQice of repentance, very much afraid are they of | 
growing religious, left hereby all their Jay and o'r 
| ou 
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{ Gal.4.19. 


m Gal.2.20, 
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Chriſt the Saviour ant 
ſhonld be dampt,and put to an end;butjindeed there 1s ne 
caule of ſuch fear for allthings conſidered, it will eafily 


@aPFear that religious & holy men are the only ] oyful men 


inthe World : for if they lookup to heaven, there.they 
find the Fountain cf alljoy for their ſouls to bath in. If 
they look into themſelves, and eſpy their fins and infir- 
mities, they joy in deleeving that they are pardoned. It 
they conſider any graces whichthey have, they rejoice 
in them as ſigns of their Adoption, and furtherances of 
their Salvation. If they look into externall matters, 
whatſoever they do, whatſoever they {uffer, whatſoever 
they hold, whatſoever they loſe, are occaſions of joy un- 
to them. Hath God giventhem Authority, Honour, 


| Wealth? They rejoice intheſe, as means to advance the 


glory of God, and the benefit of their Brethren. Hath 
he denied them, or ſuffered them to be deprived of theſe, 
through the malice and 1njuſtice of men? yet theyre-. 
Joice in that they ſuffer lofſe and diſgrace in the World 
tor righteouſneſs ſake. Thus when we give our ſelves 
to the practice of Repentance, true Piety and Holineſs, 
our hearts ſhall be every way filled with joy and gladneſs, 
The ſad events and miſeries we meet with in- this World, 
ſhall not be able ſo much to dejeA us, as the comfortable 
perſwaſton of our reconcilement with God in Chriſt 
{hall cheer and revive us. | 
Laltly, that we _may have an abundance of fpirituall 
Joy, we muſt truly and unfeignedly beleeve in Jeſus 
Chriſt : for ſuch only as beleeve ſhall have benefitby his 
Incarnation. It ſhall be no advantage unto. us tbat the 
Son of God was conceived in the Womb of the Virgin 
Aary, ifhe benot (7) formed,conceived and born in the 
Womb of our bearts by atrue and lively faith. O let our 
Hearts from henceforth become his Cradle, that ſo we 
may ſay with the blefled Apoſtle, It is not we but 
(»z) Chriſt that irveth in us, and the lifethat we now 
live, 1s by the faith of the $on of God, who loved us and 
gave himſelf for us. This conception and birth the World 
thinks not of, far different arethe conceptions and births 


of 


t] "+ Y © i) 


Covernour of his Church. | 
of the. men! of this: World ; there-is' a conception an 


birth of ( n) ickedneſs, ( 0) miſchicf * falſhood, {in and » I (2,59. A. 
death: be(p)travelcth with wickedneſs,conceiveth mil. o Job 15.35. 


chict,and br1 


when it hath caived brings farthſio,. and fin when it 


ngs forth falſhood,ſaith holy David,concern- ? Pſ>.7.1 4. 


ing Cuſh nc. z- and St James tEls us, that(q)Luſt 7 JAnL.Lfs 


is finiſhed brings forth Death. Theſe, theſe be the odious 
conceptions of this World ; theſe are the monſtrous 
Births of theſe wretched Daies; O let us weep and 
mourn even for the barrenneſs of our hearts, that we do 
ſo little conceive of the Grace of Chriſt ins our minds, 
and. bring forth ſo little good fruit in our lives and con- 
verſations. We account the Virgin ary bleſled who had 
the honour to be the Mother of oar Lord, and indeed 10 
ſhe was, but had ſhe only conceived him in her Womb, 
ang not in her heart, ſhe bad without all doubt been 
eternally miſerable ; ſo likewiſe it will be no advantage 
tous, that Jeſus Chriſt did take upon him our Nature, 
unleſs being conceived and born in our hearts, he make 


us partakers of his (ſr ) Divine Nature ; And this is only ' z Per.1.4. 


through atrye and alively faithin him. Faith is the Buc- 


ket wherewith we may. (/ ) draw thoſe living Waters /1f.1:,:. 


out of this Fountain and Well of Salvation. - Faith 1s the 
Mouth. wherewith we eat that CeleſtiaJl and Divine 
Food of our Souls. Faith is the hand wherewith if we 
do but touch that heavenly Phyſician, we (hall preſently 
feel our Corrupt Natures to- be healed, and his Divine 
Nature to be Communicated unto us. By Faith his Me- 
rits, Sufferings, and Righteouſneſs are made Ours ; if 
we do but put on this Wedding Garment of Faith we 
' ſhall become Gods own (+) Sons ; Chriſt Jeſus wi 
me our Saviour, our Sanctuary, and our ſure Refuge 
efence. from the Wrath of his Angry Father, It 
Pilate appealed the Wrath of angry Ceſar by putting oh 
Chrith-bis-Coat 3 how much more-fhallGod Almighty 
| xCified towards us, . when as by a true and lively 
-Faith ve (hall have put on Chriſt himſelf ? O let us fee - 

e have this Garment pon us, eſpecially addreſſing 


our 


ll be- « Joha.12, 
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i Hcb,z.12, 


X Mat.22.13s 


y Act.15.9, 
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Chrift the Swvlour and” © © 
ont felves to the Lords Table; ' (n) Tale heed leſt there” 
be in any of you an heart of anbelicf. You know how 
ſeverely the King in the Goſpel dealt with him thatcatne 
to the Wedding-Feaſt, not having on his Weddihg Gar» 
meht, he commands him to be (x) tglgh away, boand 
hand ind foot, and caft into utter darkn@F with ho lets 
ſevetity will the King of Gloty Took upen fuch as pre- 
ſume to come to his holy Table without this faving Gtace 
of Faith, Take heed then that thy Faith thou bringelt 
with thee be a true Faith, fuch as ( 7 ) purgeth thy wn- 
derſtatiding from Errour and Ignotatice, and thy heart 
from the Love, Cuſtome, and Dominion of Sin ; See thar 
thy Faith be ſuch as ( >) wotketh by love, (a) overcom- 
cth Temptations. Poſſibly you may deceive men with 
ſpecious pretenſions , yea, your {tlvesalfo with gtound- 
leſs opinions and coniceits of having thoſe Graces which 
indeed you have not, but God you can by no means de- 
ceive; All things are naked anto him ; wherefore Ibe- 
{eech you that ye be truly humbled and grieved for your | 
fins paſt : Look up unto Chriſt Je!us that brazen Serpent 
by aneye of Faith, with an aſſured confidence of being 
healed by him ; take up firm Reſolutions and Parpoles 
againlt all manner of Sin for times to come, andbeing 
thus diſpoſed, come ye cheerfully to this heavenly Ban- 
quet of your Souls. Let not your former fins diſmay you; 
dndervalie not the Blondof Chriſt, ſo as to think it 1h- 
iufficient to waſh theth all away : They ſhall never be 
mentiened unto youi z This holy Sacrament ſhall ſeal un- 
to you the remiſſion of them all. 
This holy Sactament 1s not for thoſe that are already 
perfeQ,but tor the Belpatid comfort of thoſe that deſireto 
tend toward perfeRion, It is vur Savionr's own words, 


b Mat 9,12:13;(6) T he whole weed not a Phyſieldn, bat thoſe that are ſick, 


1 came nit to call the Rightevns but Sthzers to repent ance-: 
And ſuch ag are ſenſible of the heavy burden of their fins 
arejavited by him, ſaying, ('« ) Come unto te, 86:|Not 
e Gn ſimply, bat ithpenitenty andthe BVeatSin 
It is that kihders a main from being a” worthy Receiver of 
the holy Tacrument, Wher- 


| Gower nonr of bis Church. - 
Wherefore to conclude, Let us traly repent us of our 

former Sins; let ns bath, our Souls in the Fountainof 

Chriſt bis Bloud, ſet open to waſh away our fin and un- 

Cleanneſs, and then we need not fear but we ſhall find 

Mercy at the hands of God by and through the Merits 

and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. Yet far, far be it from us 

to reſt in our own Performances : Alas, gur beſt Aions - 

are accompanied with ſo many ImperfeQtons, that when 

we have done ourbeſt in attending on bis holy Ordinan- 

Ces, 2s in hearing his Word, receiving the holy Sacra- 

ments, or praying unto him, we have even. then great 

caule to-beg pardon at his hand for our mgnitfold failings ; 

yet qur obedience and ſervice, though imperfec, 1t it be 

fincere and unfeigned, he will accept for Chrilt bis lake. 

Whereforelet us be (4) ſincere in the Worſhip of God 4 1a... .;. 

without hypoecriſie, difſimulation, or the mixture of Col.z.29. 

(e) malice, and wickedneſs ; ſo ſhall we in this holy Or- e 1 Cor.5.8. 

dinance gratefully commemorate that Propitiatory Sa- 

ccifice of Chriſt onr Saviour; herein ſhall our Faith be 

conſirmed, our Communion with Chriſt increaſed, the 

Pardon of our Sins ſealed, our Reconciliation with Gad, 

and RelurreRion unto life Etcrnall, aflured unto us, 
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Iſaiah 9. 6. 


The Government ſhall be upon hs ſhoulder, his Name 
ſhall be called Wonaerfull, Counſelloar, the mighty 
God,the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, 


===: N the former part of the Verſe you iad 
| Es a deſcription of our Lord and Saviour, 

I F425: by bis Natures Divine and Humanegu- 
\ _——_—  ..: 64 a. , 
SY ES ited together in his Sacred Perſon; in 
WD STEI Meta hele words you have him deſctibed by 
CESSES his glorious Offices, and Adminifira- 
tions, Which he exerciſeth in his Church. For Explicati- 
on; The Government ſhall be #pon his ſhoulder, that is, he 
only ſhall have power, might and ſtrength,to rule and go- 
vern his Church and People z almoſt the like expreſhon 
we h ave concerning Eliakim, who was to be {ubſtituted 
in the place of Shebza, ( a ) I will commit the Govern- 
ment &c. That is, he (hall rule, govern, and order- the 
People. Inthis was Eliakim a Type of Chriſt,into whole 
hand all Power and Authority is committed. He is called 
Wonderful, in regard of thoſe marvelous and wonderous 
works that he wrought for the Salvation of the Sons of 
Meh ; as namely the Aſſumption of the Humane Nature 
ito the Unity of his Perſon; the ſhedding of his preci-- 
ons Blou® for Man's Redemption ; the Regenerating of 
his Ele& by his holy Spirit, and the Glorifying of them 
after thi* life ended ; the conſideration whereof made 
that 


= 


chat choſen Veſſel and amazed, 'and cry out, (6) O the : 
depth,&c. Ad bras 4 .-, 0 Rom.11,33- 
' 'He is: called; Counſelonr, becauſe he governyanddi- y1jj1 
res his People by his word and ſpirit. He js called the. 
ftrong God, becauſe-by his mighty Power he continually '2? IR 
defends and protects. his Ele from the violence. of their 
Enemies,' He ts called the everlaſting Father, becauſe TJ) 'IN 
he only y <# Author of: Eternall life.to-his Choſen., He piicr ati? nitar's 
is called. the Prince.of Peace, becauſe he having once .__. 
fubdued, and- wholly Arcs oh, our Raecaies.” he w1ll — 
endue.us with perfe& peace andquietneſs; .to-ſum up all 
in one-propoſition, we may. ob{erve .thisPoint of Do- 
Arine;viz.., | | n 15107102 

Chriſt Jeſus is a. Perſon immediately. ordained of God, Dor;xe. * 
to rule, derend and reward his Church and People, whom 
he bath purchaſed with bis own Bloud. That Chrilt Je. 
ſus 1s appointed ito be a King, | to rule and govern his 


Church, we ſhall. not need to a0 turther than my Texe 


for proof. The Government ſhall be upon. his ſhoulder He 


aſhing, but they (e) obeyed him : By his word and call , war,q,1g, 
he ſhewed them what he would have done ,. by. his Spt> 
rit he made them willing and ready to ovey/him. * Oy 
The Laws and Edits. of -an Earthly Prince, may give 
dire&ions what to dv, but can give no ability or power 
for performance: But the V Vord of God accompanied 
with the (f J Spirit of SanRificatiop and Holineſs, 1s, 1 Cor, 2, to, 
made A powerfull | means unto us,. whereby We may de; II,12z, 
Met oaeattcry panic able. 
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_ bollets know andde the thingsthatare commanded 
us od, «ae "DR 

The VVordof God is the Rule" whereby: we: are to 
regulate and fquarectir lives and coverſations; the holy 
Scriptures only can dire& us in matters abſolutely neceſ- 
{ary to Salvation ; though in matters meer]y circumiian- 
tiv]l and indiffererit, we tre not alywaies to look for any 
particular exprefs' command in holy V Vait, Tut! we'are 
teft to the light of Reaſon for our direRion.in them ; that 
this may the more clearly appear, we muſt note that 
Mens A&tions may fall under a double conſideration 3 F1- 


ther they-ere fuch/as for them fimply God Almighty nel” 
ther approveth, nor rejeReth us,and ſnch we callnatural 
orindifierent AQions,which of their own nature are ne1- 
ther good nor'bad: Orſuch as are fo zpprovedby God, 
that they are neceſſarily required unto our Salvation ; it 
we negle& the doing of them we ſhallnever beſaved ; 
and-if we perform them we ſhallnever be condemned. 
In the formerſort; we have a liberty inour ſelves to 
do or not todothem ; as.when there are many waies and 
means for the obtaining of oneend, there is a liberty in 
us to chooſe one Medium, or-means, and to refufe the 
other ; for Inſtance, for the ſuſtentation and preſerva- 
tion- of the body, there are many kinds of meats and 
drinks,. and cloaths expedient and uſefull : In the V Vor- 
{hip of God there are divers outward Ceremonies and 
circumſtances, as namely, various times of worſhipping, 
places, paſitions, and geſtures of the Body,&ec. 
Now the end js neceſſary, and commanded expreſly 
in the VVord of God, but not every thing conducing to 
the ſame end - It is neceſſary that the body ſhould be 


or that kind of cleathing or nutriment-' © The VYorſhijp 


of Gogisof abſolute neceſſity, but forthatend, this or 


that time, or place, this orthat kind of Poſition of the 


nouriſhed and cloathed, but it is not neceflary to uſe this - 


body, are not of themſelves neceſſary ; theſe things we 
beld to be in their own-nature indifferent; and the Stoke 


thereof tobe -in our own power, unleſs this: Indiffe. 
| | EY reDcy 
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rency be takeh away ; and this happens #9 three Caſcs. 
Firſt, whenwedeprive vurſelves of our own liberty, 
2s (ft) «Anavias and Saphjra, who had hberty to ſell or g aa., , 
Nnot'to (ell thei Poſſefsions, till fuch time 'as they had 
botnd themſelves by Tolemn purpote to ſell them. _ ,, _ 
_ Secondly; 'Wheti Altnjghty God doth preciſely tye-us 
vnto, of reltraine ns from any one thing which in it (elf 
is akkosether indifferent; there were many kinds of 
Garments of which Aaron and his.Sons might have ta- 
ken their choice, had not (þ) God ſireightlytyed them b Exc. 8.4, 
to one kind of Habit.” All kind of Meats in themlelves 43. 
were indifferent, and the Jews without fin might have 
_ ufe of Swines fleſh had not God Almighty forbid- 
enit. w; 
Thirdly when lawful Anthority hath commanded or 1n- 
terdiQed any thing in its own nature indifferent, then the 
indiferency thereof is taken away. Jonathan might have 
eaten hohy,or forbotn eating,had not theKing his Father 
exprefly {* ) forbidden it. 

Thus in matters ahdthings in their own nature 1ndit- 
ferent, unlels in_thoſe' three above-mentioned Caſes, 
theres a power in usto chooſe or refate, to do-or leave 
undon; what God neither commands nor forbids, the 
{ame he ſuffers with approbation to be done, or left un- 
done.The Apoſtle per{onating the Chriftian Gentile in a 


"1 Sam,r 4.27 
373 8, 


 defenceot liverty inthings indifferent,ſaith,(i) 4[rhings #1 Cor,6.12, 
are lawfull for me, bur all thingsare not expedient, &c, 


. 


In indiffc rent things there'is # choice tobe uſed, all are 
not alike expedient and'coftvetient; the expediency or 
conventency of then is ſheyvn ento us by-our own Jadg- 
ments and Reaſon, to the light whereot we. are ett tor 
or direction in ſuch''Matters and 'Aftions;; but as for 
thoſe Action$sof the lecond fort, we. can -haye our di- 


te&ion only from the Sacred Scriptures; Nature. cannot 


teach ns ſufficiently what we malt do for the obtaining 
of etetnall life 3 the (4) haturall man” (thatis; mangli= { 1 Cor,2, x4, 
dedonly by the lighrot Natiite) perteiveth not; &0.Na- 


. ture is altogettier blihd in matters concerning Salyation ; | 


but . 


ov % 
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but this inſufficiency of Nature- is fo perfeRly ſapplyed 


1 by the light of Scripture, that there; needs no other 


joh;20, 21: 'means to this end, (7) Theſe things are written ſaiththe 
Evangeliſt,&c. Eternall life is attained unto by beleeving 
in Chriſt, and that we might rightly beleeve,,.the holy 
"” 2 Tim.z.16, Scriptures are given us for our (A) diretion. The Teſti. 
17. monies of the Lord are pure, and perfe& ,altogether ſut- 
hicient to their.end; nor mult we think that God in them 
hath omitted any thing which may be ſupplyed with 
| Humane Inventions, TIN 
Application. TWO ſorts of opinions therefore may be, henee jultly 
cenſured, the one of the Papilts, teaching that the holy 
Scriptures contain not all things appettaining to Faith, 
ant that they cannot perfeRly and fully dire us in the 
way of Salvation, and thereforeurge, as. neceflary, the 
obſervation of Humane Traditions ; the other of ſuch as 
would needs have an expreſs Command in the Sacred 
-- Volume for allthat they do, and judge every Aion (in- 
D fall, for the which a man hath no Precept inthe Word 
ot God. As for the former, what..can be mote, dire&tly E: 
oppoſite to the Word of God thanit ? for hath not the > 
Lord himſelf evidently declared the ſufficiency of his 
1 Deut 4:1, 2- Word by that expreſs prohibition ? (»)) Nay,are not ſuch 
as add unto, or take away from the Word of God threat- 
ned to have. their Names-raced out of the Book of 
oRev.33.\3, Life? (o) But to an{wer ſome of their Objections they 
a make againſt the perfe&tion of he Sacred Scripture. 
. Fir ſay they , Adany things there are nece(ſ[ar 
Objer. to be beleeved, which ha fu. 2-19 in the holy 97 
proures, as namely the Unity of the Eſſence, and the Trini- 
ty of P orſons in the Goghead, whe 
Anſw. 1 anſwer, a thing may. be contazned in the Scriptures 


two waies, iz. cither according to the Letter, or Sence 
by a good conſequence ; ſometimes only the ſubſtance of 
a thing; . ſometimes the thing it ſelfis exprefled in-figni- 
-ficative words and yoices 2. Thus the, Unity of ,Efſence, 
and Trinity of Perſons in;the Godhead: are contained, in 
[the boly Scriptures, thonghnot according to the Letter 


1 


= 


Governonr of his Church, 23 
though theſe words Trinity, Unity, Efſence,&c.are not 
therein expreſſed, yet in the ſenſe and meaning thereof 
in divers places of Scripture contained ; as (p) [- princi- 
. pio Dii creavit, [n the begining Gods created,&c. Dii ps =" 2 
$the Trinity of Perſons ; Creavit betokens the 2X72 7 
Urry of the Eſſence z 0 (9) whom ſball I ſend, 1 inthe 7") 2 2 
ſingular number, beheld the Unity of the Elſence; or, \n NN 
who will go fer #, Us 10 the Plurallnumber, loe the Tri- \? Mw 
nity of Perſons; ſo alſo in that Commillion of our 54-127 77) 
viour to hisApoltles, (r.) Teach all Nations, baptizing y Mar. 28.19. 
them into thehname of the Father, and of the Son, and of i 5 wu F. 
the holy Ghoſt ; Into the | Name, not Names, noting the 93,19 | 
Unity of Efſence ; .Of the Father, and of the Son, ang * «x. 
of the holy Ghoſt, ſhewingthe Trinity of Perſons, Thus 
though theſe words according to the Letter are not inthe 
holy Scriptures, yet the ſenſe, ſubltance, and meaging 
thereof are in them ; nor ſhall we be ſaved for approving 
of thoſe words, but by a firm and conſtant belict of the 
things themſelves ſignified by thoſe words ; which 
things themſelves we find in the boly Scriptures. 
- _ Secondly, Sz. Paul ( ſay they ) commends the Corinthi- Oo , 

ans for. keeping the Ordinances that were () delivered f, Gor ry a, 
rhew, andpromiſeth to ſet things inorder among them at 
his next (t ) comming unto them, therefore all-th:ngs ne>, © 
cefſary to be obſerved and done, are not expreſly commanded FR 
1m the holy Seriptwre, BOun | 

I anſwer; th blefſed Apolile 1n theſe places ſpeaks on- Ayfy. 

ly otjmafters Circumſtantiall and meerly Ceremonilli in 
- the Churchof Corinth, and not of any Articles of Faith, 
or things necetfary toi Salvation ; Ia thele latter, only the 
holy Scriptures can dire& us, but lg the former weare to 
peguided by the Ditates of right: Reaſon ; what right R 
eafon (hall ſhew unto usto be molt decent and orderly, 
the ſame muſt we ds, according to that of the Apoſtle, 
(n) Let all things be dane, &c, And hence 1s confuted x Torts 4c; F 
chat other opinion of thele who would aceds have an ex- 
preſsCommunein Scripture lor allthat they. dogand judge 
I every 


x Rom,14, 23, 


__ Chriſt the Savionrand 
every Aion ſinfull, that hathno' precept inthe” Word 
of God for its warrant z many places of Scripture there 
are which they uſually wreſt to maintaine this their fond- 
and groundleſs Afſertion, for brevity ſake I will name 
only one, and that is, (x) Whatſoever is not of Faith x. . 
Six, and hence they infer; That to do any thing for which. 
we have not an expreſs Command in the Word of Godyus Joni, 
becauſe not of Faith, Faith beins grounded only 'on the 
Word of God. | 
I anſwer, Faittis taken jn holy Scripture two waies, 
viz,, ſtrialy, only for a firm and conſtant apprehenſion of 
Chriſt and all his Merits as they are promiſed and offered: 
in the Word and Sacraments, ſo- Roms. 1.17. or largely for 
any kind of per{waſion of the truth of.things credible ; in 
the former ſenſe and- acception Faith is. grounded on'y 
on the Wordof God, the Promiſes of the Goſpell z bur 
in the latter acception, the Obje& of Faith extends it 
felf £arther,as may appear by theſe Scriptures( 7), Thowgh 
ye beleewe not me, ſaith our Saviour, be/ceve my works,&c.. 
(=) Except [ ſee the print of the nailes,ſaith Thomas, I will 
ot. belceve. Many of the Samaritans beleeved on Chriſt, 
upon the Relation of the Woman (4). Can any thing 
then be more plain,than that there may be @ Faith, belief, 
or perſwaſion grounded. on other afſurance than Scrip= 
ture ?- Might not the Fewes have been fully perſwaded, 
that they did well to think( had they ſo thought)tbat God. 
the Fatker was inChriſt,though #hey had no other gronnd 
for this their Faith, than thoſe his miraculous works 
which they ſaw done by him? Might not Thomas have 
verily perſwaded bimſelf, that he did wellto think that. 
Body which was raiſed, - to be the ſamethat was crecifi- 
ed, though it was his ſenſe only that gave him this aſſu- 
rance ? forſo it was ;. Thomas, (b)becanſe thou haſt ſees, 
thou haſt beteeved,\ ea, might not thoſe Samaritans have 
ſafely perſwaded themſelves that they did well to beleeve 
i0 Chriſt upon the Womans words, which ſaid, (c) He 
told me all that ever I did? Now this kind 'of Faith the 
Apolitic here intends, v4.4 per{waſiqn that what we do. 
5. 
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tO clerorta, any thing :. Secing then that this Faith, Be- 
lick, or Perſwaſion, whereof the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, may 
be grounded on other aſſurance than Scripture, it cannot 
be hence proved that ne Actions are lawfoll or warranta- 
ble for which we have no expreſs Command in the holy 
Scriptures. Surely, not- only the light of Scripture, but 
allo that of Nature is given us for our direction in many 
of our Aftions, nor may we imagine that God is diſplea- 
fed with us for" following the light of Nature in thoſe 
things which are no way forbidden in the ſacred sScrip- 
ture. In thoſe things where Scripture is ſilent, we may 
_ ſafely follow the guidance of our own Reaſonand ]udg- 
ment. Not to adinit this, what were it but clean to abro- 


well done, againſt which perſwalion, » he counts it fin 
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gate the Law of Nature ? Yea, were it granted that no- þ 


thing may be done without an expreſs Precept inthe holy 
Scripture, what would the Scripture it ſelf ſcem but a 
{nare and atormeat to weak Conlciences, filling them 
with infinite perplexities,ſcruples, and doubts? Not that 
the Scripture it {elf doth cauſe any ſuch thing, but that 
the neceſlity of this life urging men todo many things by 
the direAtion of the light of Nature,common Diſcretion, 
and Judgement ; and on the other ſide, this Dorine 
teacaing them that to do any thing withoat direCtion in 
the Scripture, were to ſin againſt God & their own Souls ; 
how can this chooſe but bring them even to their wits 
end ? how canit chooſe but vex and amaze them ? This 
once granted, it would follow that Parents ſhoald cauſe 
their Children to ſin, ſo oft as they cauſe them to do any 
thing before they be of years to have knowledge 1n the 
Scriptures , Nay this admitted, it ſhall not be now with 
Malters, as it was with the (4) Centurion in the Goſpell, 
but Servants being commanded to go, ſhall ſtand ſtil}, till 
they have their errant warranted unto them by Scripture. 

Theſe t wo opinions concerning the ſafticiency of Scrt- 
pture extremely oppoſite to cach other, and both repug- 


d Luc.7.8, | 


nant unto the Truth, let us take heed of; let us not with | 


the Papiſts detraR from the Scriptures perfeRion ; nor 
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Nor is this Dodrine of Chrilt's governing his Charch 


to be applyed only by way of confutation of thoſe errone- 
ons opinions, but alſo by way of reprehenfioti of thoſe 
lewd and accurſed-prafticesof ſuch as will by no means 
be pry non themſelves to bis Regall Power 
and Authority, but dayly through their vicious lives do, 
as it were, bid battell tothis mighty God, this King of 
Gloty:, and fuch are they who live in afteRed Ignorance, 


 Atheitme, Blaſphemy, Swearing, Drankennels, Luxury, 


eF "XP 


Pride, Covetonſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, and all kind of wic- 


kedneſs,not at all regarding the Prohibitions,or Precepts, - 


Pronules, of Threats contained in the Word of God ; nor 
at all liſtening to the ſecret whiſperings, nonor to the 
bellowings and loud roa: ings of their Confciences t 1ere- 
againlt ; Thefe oppoſe the Regall Authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſay inthe language of their cofrapt practices 
with Pharoa%(e Who & the Lord that we ſhould obey him? 

Oh, how deſperate is thy Eſtate, bow dangerous is thy 
Condition, Who doſt not ſubmit thy ſelf to the Govern- 
ment of Chriſt > Can there poſlibly be any greater fin 
than that of Togratitude ? Can there be any greater In- 
gratitude than not to yecld obedience to him upon whom 
thy being and well being dependeth ? 


Againe can there poſlibly deany greater folly or mad- - 


_ neſs than'to ophoſt thy ſelf againſt God ? What art thou 
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that thou ſhouldſt provoke him? Art thouftronger than 
he? Who art thos that pleadeſt againſt God ? 1aith the 
Apoſtle, (f) in another caſe, hath ior the Porter power 
over the clay ? Asthe clay jsin'the hand of the Potter, fo 
art thou inthe hand of God, he can break and dah thee 
all to peeces whenfoever it pleaſeth him. Who ever 
hardened himſelf againſt God and proſpered? Pharaoh 
refuſeth to let Tfrael go at Gods temmand, and what fol: 
lowed ? He was plagued with divers very great and 
fearfull Judgements,and at the lat himfelfand his Heaſts 
wee drowned in the Red Sea (7 ). Senacherib blat- 
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fertly {mitter ro'dembiby Worms. 

(k ) O conſider this the ye that fo et God, 6. *Tig4 Pla.yo.22, 
no leſs than a great Argument of folly for one King in- ' 
conſiderately to make war againſt another, #hat Xing, 
faith our Saviour,&'c.(1) Burfargteater madneſs isit for!! Lut,rg,z7. 
2 poor weak Creature 'to 'rebell agaitiſt 'its ' Almighty 
Creator : thon feareſt to violate the 'Laws arid Edits of 
an Earthly Prince,who bath power to deſtroy thy Body; 
and wilt not thow be much-more afraid to vielate the 

of Kings, ' who is able to deſtroy 
thy Body-and Soubin Hell? Wheye the word of a King tc 
there is power, ſaith Solomon, and wilt thou dare to a 
and-contemn the word of this Great King, the Mighty 
God? Olet us allbe exhorted now to ſend our Lamb to 
the Ruler of the Earth, (»-) totender our Homage, offet ® llaez6.r. 
our Service, and teſtifie our Allegiance with all humility 
and thankfulneſs unto this King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, owr Almighty Redeemer. Let us throughout the 
whole courſe of our lives fear him who is great above all 
Godsz Let us confels his Soveraignty, ſubmit to his Ge- 
verfitnent, and tremble before him ; Let ds willingly a(- 
ſemble our ſelves together 1h the Contts of onr Go! "and 
cheerfully Rock to the Colours of our King, and obſerve 
and doxhat ever he commands. To this patpoſe is that 
rites 4 " See that Je defpiſe not, &C. for motives ers 'n Heb 12, 2 Fo 

der, . 

Firſt, that Jeſus Chrit icordained: of God ('n aS 13 a 
ready ſpoken } to be the King arid Head of the Chireh, 
and Prince ovetthe People of God, having all power in 
his own hand. — - 

The Government is # pow ble {boalier- (0) I have ſet my , ” $6: 

King, faith God, upon my holy Mountain. Nay,h isap- 
pointed to be the only ) )Lawgiver to hjs Church, ahd pJam,4.12, 


E 3 (4) Judge | 


mw mefey from that. great Judge, if we 
oy | his —_ Ht een Ae ry Se De 
.vq cand!l ly, | wonderfully 'ecgcceMmed usSIirom tence 
Garfe of the Law, and TE of Sin, Satan, 
y At,10.48 andDeath, throvgh the cffuſion of bis own (r.) Blond ; 
x Pcr.1.17,18- and ſhall we think that Chriſt Jeſus bath been at this ex-' 
xence and charge for us, that we. might. live as we liſt ? 
ſhall we unagine ,with-profane Libertines, and corrupt 
Antinomians,; that! we are {o redeemed from the Law, 
that we neednot yeeld any obedience; thereunto ? Cer- 
TLuk.1.74,75, tainly we are redeemed to another end, namely, (ſ) To 
ſerve him in holineſs ond righteouſneſs, &c, Chriſt, Jeſus 
hath given himſelf that he might redeemrus from all ini- 
: Tir.2.14 Quity, and purge us.to be a {s) peculiar people, zealous of 
good works, Chriſt Jeſns hath freed us from the burden 
of the Law, but hath not quitted us from our duty con- 
tained in the Law z Thegrace of Ged that bringeth ſalva- 
uTitc3.1 1312, *t40n,&c-(s) If therefore we willby no means yeeld obe- 
13. dience to his ſacred Word, what do we but unthankfully 
flight and deſpileall that he hath done for our Souls ? 
What do we but Crucifie afceſh the Lord of Life,trample 
 -ypontuis Bload, and count the Bloud of the New Telta- 
| . ment anunholy thing, and do deſpight untothe Spirit of 
x Heb.10. 29. Grace)? 'O let us not be fo damnably ingratefull to ſo 
ning. Saviour z Let us not. any longer live unto our 
ſelves, but unto him that hath thus loved us, | and given 
himſelfFfor us; Secing we are his Purchace, let us hence- 
_ forth give up our ſelyes fouls and bodies wholly. to his 
y 1 Cor.s.19, - Service. Let us worſhip and glorifie him in our (y) Bo- 
on dies, and in our Spirits which he hath redeemed. 

_ Laſtly confider what bleſſed and happy condition it 
is for us to be SubjeAs in the Kingdom of Chriſt. Les 
Iſrael Rejoice in him that made his, ſings the Plalmiſt, 

x Plal.149,2, and let Zionbe jorfull m ber King (=). OA 
 .- And indeed it. will eaſily appear that there js great 
cauſcof joy in being a SudjeRto.this heavenly King, if 
bd we 


given hin my Texc/n nely, 
lafting Fat ber, "the Prince of "Peart. 

2, Se is an Alggighty ey Gody lute amd depen 
ding onn one, his SuabjeRts are not charged with ſuþpor- 
ciogands defending him, '( asit-is with Earthly Princes) ; 

e defends < and maintains then, (/4)he is:the head , 01 

of all Priceipainics and Powets, and the moſt Potent b Ila g, 9 
Rulerof all People andNations(e)..: | ' Ma.32.r, 

2. Not is lid only finitely ly greity b t, butalſo fu! perabundant; oe 7:13, 
y good, henee te iscalled Jafinlg Farber. _ 
the property.ef agood King ode” Patey ror. ang a Fa» 
ther to his SubjeAs. Kings therefore are called' Fathers, 
not only-in ro but alſo-:in prophare Writers ;- The 
Senatours of Kozie, | and chiefe Governours were called 
Fathers -of their Countries. The commun oame'of the MIN 
Kings of the Philiſtins was ( d ) Abrmelech, hgaifyiog 4 Gennogs. 
my Father the King, and David faith to his Subjects, 

'(t) Come my children, &c. And to ſhew the greatneſs *P1Mi.34.1r.. 
of AﬀeRion, and thoſe, Bowels, af Compallion which. 

. Chriſt hath towards:his People, * he is here called rhe , 
Everlaſting Father ; he is alwaies (according to his gra- 

cions Promiſe) preſent with them, ( f) to protect; "de- FMu.18.207- 
fend, and provide for them. 

Laſtly, He is the Prince: of Peace, by whoſe power- 
ful! and effeftuall Mediation (.g) we: have peace With gw. 5-u. 
Almighty God; and: be. having perfcAly ſubdued and 
Overcome our Enemies, we ſhall be placed in Taberna- 
cles of Peace, andiin ae reſting places. , What Enemies 
then ſhall we need to fear, if we be under the protecti- "8 
on of ſo powerfull a King ? What good thing can we 
poſſibly want; if we be under the tuition of ſo indulgent 
a Father ?- Who ſhall be able at any time to trouble or. 
molelt us, ifwe de the. Loyal, and true Subjects tothis C 
Prince of Peace? brKi 
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will hut up allio the-words of the Pf; 
ſed arethe people that be in ſuch « caſe, yea, 
theythat have the'Lard for their God ; this 
for their King. Wherefore {-Dgar 4 
cominue-the truc and; faithfyll/$y f-Jelus 
Let us-take head: we'do nothing whi 

leaſe the'ey&s of bis glory. :Let us 
and forfake allonrfins, and intirety give up our ſelves 10 
his(ervice.; fo ſhall we be:defended by his Power, n 
INNING Sandoſtanding.- .- 
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